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Dear reader,

Welcome to the second issue of the 
Newsletter of the Council of Europe 
Project “Strengthening the Human 
Rights Protection of Internally Displaced 
Persons in Ukraine”. Let me begin by 
wishing you a Happy New Year and 
every success in 2017. 

The Newsletter gives you a glimpse of 
some of the highlights of the Project´s 
multiple activities in the last months of 
2016. We hope you enjoy reading and 
reminiscing. 

For now, however, I would just like to 
draw your attention to one single issue 
looming in our current calendar: 

Witnessing the high relevance and 
positive impact of our integration 
activities, the Project launched a call 
for grants for NGOs. The purpose is to 
fund projects that enhance the human 
rights protection, integration and 
empowerment of internally displaced 
persons at the local and regional level. 
Proposals are expected to promote 
durable solutions for IDPs and affected 
communities in line with Council 
of Europe and other international 
standards. The activities are to be 
implemented in the regions of Luhansk, 
Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk and Kyiv from 
February to August 2017. You may find 

more detailed information on the call 
for proposals at the Council of Europe 
Project website http://www.coe.int/uk/
web/kyiv/idps. We draw your attention 
to the deadline, 29 January 2017, and 
we encourage all relevant NGOs to 
apply.  

We have an exciting new year ahead of 
us with multiple challenges to overcome 
and objectives to be accomplished.  
Nothing so far would have been 
achieved without the close and 
dedicated collaboration of our partners 
– and anything that will be achieved 
in the new year will be because of this 
spirit of cooperation. Let us, therefore, 
express words of gratefulness for your 
cooperation with us. We feel confident 
that our partnership will further lead us 
towards positive change in Ukraine. 

Sincerely yours, 
Ganna Khrystova 
Senior Project Officer 
“Strengthening the human rights 
protection of internally displaced 
persons in Ukraine”

http://www.coe.int/uk/web/kyiv/idps
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STAGE OF PROJECT 
IMPLEMENTATION  
Highlights and Achievements -
SEPTEMBER to DECEMBER 2016

On September 15, 2016 the Round 
table “Addressing the issues of social 
protection of internally displaced 
persons: national practice and 
European experience” took place. 
Among the issues discussed there 
were such as amendments to the 
legislation on registration of internally 
displaced persons, the assignment 
and restoring of social payments 
after suspension, employment of 
IDPs and other regional challenges 
to address their needs. The practice 
of the European Court of Human 
Rights regarding pensions and social 
payments was also in the highlight.

Participants of the discussion 
comprised representatives of the 
Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine, 
Heads of district and regional 
departments of social protection from 
Kyiv, Dnipro, Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions and Project experts.

A meeting of the Working Group 
on the monitoring methodology of 
the Rights of Internally Displaced 
Persons was held on September 22, 
2016, upon request of the Office of 
Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner 
for Human Rights and supported by 
the Council of Europe Project and 
the UNDP Project “Strengthening 
Capacities of the Ombudsperson’s 
Office”.

The developed methodology for 
monitoring the rights of IDPs will 
provide collecting disaggregated 
data based on different collection 
methods, as well as will contribute 
to the mission of the Ukrainian 
Parliament Commissioner for Human 
Rights.

A series of trainings on “Effective 
representation of the rights and 
freedoms of Internally Displaced 
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Persons” were completed within the 
Project in September. The trainings 
were organized for NGOs’ activists 
and initiative groups working in 
the field of protection of internally 
displaced persons. As a result, around 
100 representatives of public sector 
took part in 4 trainings held in August 
and September 2016.

On October 1-2, 2016, the training 
“Human Rights Protection of 
Internally Displaced Persons: Council 
of Europe Standards and National 
Challenges” was organized within 
the framework of the Project upon a 
request of the Ministry of Temporarily 
Occupied Territories and Internally 
Displaced Persons. 

Foreign and national experts 
delivered four thematic sessions: 
“Council of Europe and Internal 
Displacement”, “The Case-Law of the 
European Court of Human Rights 
Concerning the Protection of the IDPs’ 
rights”, “Best Practices of Response 
to Internal Displacement in Other 
Council of Europe Member States” and 
“Compliance of Ukrainian Laws and 
National Policy With the Standards of 
the Council of Europe: Moving Ahead”.

On 30 September – 3 October 
2016 the Pompidou Group of the 
Council of Europe and experts from 
Israel organised a supervision 
visit with more than 20 (practical) 
psychologists, who work with IDPs 
in different psychiatric hospitals 
and drug dispensaries in Eastern 
Ukraine. The event was organized 
as a follow–up to the Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder training which took 
place in July 2016, where participants 
learnt about on the Israeli treatment 
protocol on anxiety and stress 
related disorders, the SEE FAR CB and 
improved their professional praxis in 
helping IDPs suffering from anxiety 
and trauma related disorders.

Round table “Human rights of IDPs in 
Luhansk region: dialoge for the sake 
of protection” was held on October 
5, 2016 in Severodonetsk, Luhansk 
region.
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The event was initiated by the Main 
Territorial Department of Justice in 
Luhansk region and supported by 
the Project. The round table aimed at 
identifying and discussing practical 
issues concerning IDPs’ rights that 
departments of justice face in their work 
and elaborating recommendations 
in order to improve legislative and 
administrative mechanisms to ensure 
the implementation of the rights of 
internally displaced persons. 

The visit of local Department Heads 
of the Social Protection Units in 
Luhansk region to Vinnytsya, held 
on October 5-7, 2016, was supported 
by the Project.

During the visit, participants 
studied the experience of providing 
administrative and social services in 
“Transparent Offices” in Vinnytsya. 
Among issues of concern were 
decreasing the time of service 
provision to clients, organization 
of work with internally displaced 
persons, implementation of electronic 
document management.

An activity for integration of 
internally displaced persons from 
the camp located in Kamyanske, 
Dnipro region, was held on October 
15, 2016 within the Project supporting 
the initiative of Dnipro Regional State 
Administration.

The residents of the camp, 
representatives of local authorities and 
other volunteers planted 300 bushes 
and 20 trees. Children were involved in 
different master classes and workshops 
with animators.

Integration activity “Kids’ Studio - 
Everything will be fine” was held on 
October 17, 2016, in Svatovo, Luhansk 
region. The activity was initiated by the 
district youth center and supported by 
the Project. 

Within the initiative a series of 
workshops for children from internally 
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displaced families and host community 
were organized during school autumn 
vacations. 

Round table “The issues of human 
rights protection of internally 
displaced persons, and interests 
of citizens or of the state on the 
temporarily occupied territories 
and in the area of Anti-Terrorist 
Operation” was organized on October 
27, 2016, at the National Prosecution 
Academy of Ukraine with the support 
of the Project.

Around 60 experts contributed to 
the constructive discussion of the 
round table, including representatives 
of displaced persons’ NGOs, the 
International Red Cross Committee 
in Ukraine, the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees in 
Ukraine, as well as representatives of 
national executive bodies and regional 
authorities (Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions), prosecutors, including 
representatives of the Office of the 
Prosecutor General of Ukraine, judges 
and academics.

Integration activity “We are one 
family” took place in Troitske, 
Luhansk region, on October 28, 2016.

The activity was initiated by the 
Troitske district center for social 
services and supported by the Project.

The event consisted of two parts: a 
socio-cultural marathon for people 
living in Troitske, and a meeting on 
sharing the best practices between 
the experts from Troitske and 
Starobilsk.

Integration activity for internally 
displaced persons from the camp 
located in Pavlograd, Dnipro region 
was organized by the Project on 
November 29, 2016, supporting the 
initiative of Dnipro Regional State 
Administration. During the activity, 
around 300 bushes of pink and white 
spirea, 20 sumac decorative trees, 100 
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bushes of red and white roses and a fir 
tree were planted in the center of the 
camp. Also, several master classes in 
arts, crafts and pottery were conducted 
for IDP children.

A series of trainings on “The right 
of internally displaced persons to 
social protection: application of 
the Ukrainian legislation through 
the prism of European standards 
of human rights” was organized in 
October-November in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Social Policy of 
Ukraine for 100 representatives of 
local cities and district departments 
of social protection from Kyiv, Dnipro, 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions.

Integration activity “Seasons 
through the eyes of children” for IDP 
children and representatives of host 
community was held on November 

4-5, 2016, in Kramatorsk, Donetsk 
region.

Around 150 children and adults from 
IDP families and affected population 
took part in interactive competitions, 
drawing, handmade activities, 
modeling contests and workshops.

The follow-up training for trainer 
lawyers “Providing free legal aid to 
internally displaced persons: lessons 
learned and the way ahead” was 
held on November 12-13, 2016. It was 
organized jointly by the Coordination 
Center for Free Legal Aid and the 
Project. Ten successive  trainings were 
organized in June-July 2016. This was 
a follow-up meeting for 200 lawyers 
responsible for providing secondary 
free legal aid in Donetsk, Luhansk, 
Dnipro and Kyiv regions, where the 
Project focuses its main activities. 
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The meeting establishing the 
Working Group on Improving 
National Legislation on the 
Protection of the Human Rights of 
Internally Displaced Persons was 
held in Kyiv on November 15, 2016. 

The Working Group was created by 
order of Mr. V. Chernysh, the Minister 
of Temporarily Occupied Territories 
and Internally Displaced Persons of 
Ukraine, dated November 12. 

The Working Group will suggest 
changes and amendments to the 
current Ukrainian legislation with the 
purpose of improving the protection 
of IDPs.

The Council of Europe thematic event 
“New perspectives and next steps for 
cooperation between Ukraine and 
the Council of Europe in Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions” was held in 

Kramatorsk on November 17-18, 2016, 
jointly with Donetsk Regional Military 
and Civil State Administration.

It aimed at presenting the interim 
results and discussing perspectives 
of cooperation within the current 
projects of the Council of Europe.

Integration initiative “Our rights: 
studying and fulfillment in the 
community” took place on November 
19, 2016, in Starobilsk, Luhansk 
region. The activity was initiated by 
the Department of Social Work of 
Luhansk Taras Shevchenko National 
University (moved from Luhansk and 
currently located in Starobilsk) and 
supported by the Project.

Integration activity “Day of 
Tolerance: creating mercy together” 
was organized by the Project 
jointly with Kyiv Regional State 
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Administration, the Ministry of Social 
Policy of Ukraine and the Ministry of 
Education and Science of Ukraine at 
the premises of the National Library of 
Ukraine for Children.

Around 80 children from internally 
displaced families, Crimean Tatar 
families and host communities took 
part in the event.

Integration activity “Self-
employment, retraining and career 
guidance for IDPs” was held in 
Kramatorsk on November 25, 2016. 
It was initiated by Donetsk Regional 
Military and Civil State Administration 
and supported by the Project.

The activity aimed at finding ways for 
internally displaced persons and the 
affected local population to overcome 
consequences of the armed conflict, 
strengthening motivation for self-
employment and retraining, as well 
as improving the efficiency of existing 
and new projects in the sphere of 
self-employment, public works and 
retraining.

The 5th annual Civil Society 
Development Forum “Changing. 
Influencing. Uniting!” was the fifth 
annual high level event in the public 
sector of Ukraine organized by “ISAR 
Ednannya” in partnership with the 
Administration of the President of 
Ukraine and supported by the Office 
of the Council of Europe in Ukraine 
and other organizations.

The Project organized a session on 
“The Council of Europe and human 
rights protection of internally 
displaced persons” and supported the 
organization of the photo exhibition 
“Faces of displacement: At the 
crossroads of destiny” by Anastasia 
Vlasova, Ukrainian photojournalist. 
The exhibition was took place in the 
central hall of the Forum. 
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Round table “Human rights 
protection of IDPs: current situation 
and ways of improvement” was 
organized in Kramatorsk on December 
6, 2016, in cooperation with Donetsk 
Regional Military and Civil State 
Administration.

The event aimed at discussing the 
current challenges in the protection 
of human rights of IDPs and possible 
ways to prevent their violation. The 
members of the Working Group on 
Improving National Legislation on 
the Protection of Human Rights of 
Internally Displaced Persons of the 
Ministry of Temporarily Occupied 
Territories and Internally Displaced 
Persons of Ukraine were event’s 
participants.

Seminar “NGO as a resource for 
integration of IDPs” was held on 
December 10, 2016, in Severodonetsk, 

Luhansk region, with the purpose to 
inform active persons and initiative 
groups among IDPs regarding 
procedures of registration and 
development of non-governmental 
organizations as a way to facilitate 
dialogue and promote successful 
integration of IDPs into host 
communities. 

Integration activity “Successful 
management and implementation 
of the projects aimed at protecting 
the rights of IDPs” took place 
on December 10-11, 2016. The 
training provided participants 
with competencies needed for the 
active performing in civil society, 
development, implementation and 
evaluation of social projects related 
to the protection of IDPs’ rights in the 
region and Ukraine in general.
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The study visit on Trauma, PTSD 
and psycho-social support was 
organised for Ukrainian authorities 
on 4-8 December 2016 in Jerusalem, 
Israel by the Pompidou group of 
the Council of Europe. It focused on 
the question of quick-to-implement 
policies, tools and measures that can 
be easily adapted to the Ukrainian 
situation with the aim to effectively 
prevent PTSD and build resilience 
among Ukrainian IDPs.

The study visit provided a platform for 
an open exchange for Ukrainian policy 
makers and Israeli experts on current 
challenges for Ukrainian government 
as well as on steps forward in 
addressing internal displacement in 
Ukraine.

A CALL FOR GRANTS PROPOSAL

A call for proposals “Human rights, 
integration and empowerment of IDPs 
in Ukraine: Affecting change at the 
regional and local level” was launched 
within the Project. The purpose of this 
call is to fund projects that enhance 
the successful integration and 
empowerment of internally displaced 
persons at the regional and local level 
in Ukraine, strengthen constructive 
approaches and know-how to this 
effect, and raise awareness of how to 
address different aspects of internal 
displacement within host societies.  
The project proposals should cover 
and be implemented in the following 
four concerned regions of Ukraine: 
Luhansk, Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk and 
Kyiv regions.

The deadline for receiving the 
applications is 29th January 2017. All 
the necessary information regarding 
the call and application form can be 
found on the Project website. 
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION:

We aim to keep you updated about 
the status of the project, as well as to 
keep you regularly informed about 
our latest activities, so we would like 
to introduce you to:

• our 2nd quarterly newsletter
• the project website 

http://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/idps

We welcome your suggestions and 
ideas, that would be useful and 
valuable for our joint work.

CONTACT DETAILS

Office of the Council of Europe  
in Ukraine  
Kyiv 04070, Illinska Street 8, 
Entrance 7, 6th Floor 
Tel. +380.443.039.914 (int.135) 
Fax. +380.444.256.001 
http://coe.kiev.ua/ 

Council of Europe Project 
“Strengthening the Human Rights 
Protection of Internally Displaced 
Persons in Ukraine”

PROJECT TEAM

Antonina Vykhrest, Project Manager 
Antonina.Vykhrest@coe.int

Ganna Khrystova, Senior Project Officer
Ganna.Khrystova@coe.int

Iryna Svavolya, Project Officer
Iryna.Svavolya@coe.int

Anna Portnova, Project Assistant 
Anna.Portnova@coe.int

Serhiy Maruschenko, Long-term 
Consultant of the Project, 
Kyiv region
kyiv.coe@gmail.com

Oleksandr Voroshkov, Long-term 
Consultant of the Project,  
Donetsk region
kramatorsk.coe@gmail.com

Oleksii Murashkevych, Long-term 
Consultant of the Project, 
Luhansk region
severodonetsk.coe@gmail.com

Oleksandr Kysylyov, Long-term 
Consultant of the Project,  
Dnipro region
dnipro.coe@gmail.com

http://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/idps



